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LIEUT.  WILLIAIM  FRENCH  AND  HT8  DESCENDANTS. 


By  John  M.  French,  M.D.,  Milford,  Mass. 

1.  Lieut.  VYilliam  French  (or  Frknche)  was  born  in  Halsted 

Essex  Co.,  England,  March  15,  1603.  He  married  P^lizahetli ^ 

and  had  four  children  born  in  England.  He  came  to  America  with 
Rev.  Tliomas  Shepard  and  liis  brotlier  Samuel,  Roger  Harlakeu- 
(len  and  Georp  and  Joseph  Cooke,  in  the  ship  “ Defence,”  in  the 
Slammer  of  1635.  He  settled  first  in  Cambridge;  and  in  1652,  was 
one  of  the  original  propi  ietors  and  earliest  settlers  of  Billerica.  ’ He 
was  a lieutenant  of  the  militia,  and  afterwards  captain;  was  chosen 
“to  sit  in  the  Deacon’s  seat,”  1659;  “Comitioner  to  establish  the 
cuntry  rates”  the  same  year;  one  of  the  first  Selectmen,  1660,  and 
served  nine  years  ; committee  to  examine  children  and  servants  in 
“reading,  religion,  and  the  catechism,”  1661;  the  first  Deputy  or 
Representative  of  Billerica  in  the  General  Court  at  Boston,  1660, 
taking  his  seat  in  1663.  Evidence  of  his  activity  in  the  cause  of 
Indian  instruction  is  found  in  a letter  written  by  him  to  “a  godly 
friend  in  ^igland,”  published  in  London  in  the  famous  tract, 

‘‘  Strengdi  Out  of  Weakness,”  and  afterwards  republished  in  the 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  3d  S.  vol.  iv.  pp.  149-196,  in  which  he  gives 
a detailed  account  of  the  testimony  of  an  Indian  convert.  His  wife  -- 
died  March  31,  1668,  and  he  married  2d,  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Lathrop  of  Barnstable,  and  widow  of  John  Stearns  of  Billerica. 

He  died  Nov.  20,  1681,  and  his  widow  afterwards  married  Isauc 
Mixter  of  Watertown  as  his  third  wife.  By  wife  Elizabeth  he  had  : 


1. 

ii. 

iii. 

3.  iv. 

V. 

4.  Vi. 

vii. 

viii. 

ix. 

5.  X. 


Francis, 2 b.  in  Eng.  about  1624;  m.  Lydia 
Eiazabetii,  b.  in  Eng.  abt.  1629 ; in.  1 

Mary,  b.  in  Eng.  abt.  Jan.  1633;  m.  , ..,.|n 

John.  b.  in  Eng.  abt.  Feb.  1635;  in.  Abigail  Coggan. 

Sarah,  b.  in  Cambridge,  March,  1638;  ninili.  ii 
Jacob  b.  in  C.,  Mar.  16.  1640;  in.  Mary  Chainpnev. 

Hannah,  b.  m C.,  Apr.  12,  1641;  d.  Jiine  20,  1642. 

Hannah,  b.  in  C.,  Feb.  16,  1644;  m.  John  Brackett,  Sept.  6,  1661- 
liad  nine  children;  d.  May  9,  1674.  ’ 

Samuel,  b.  in  C.,  Dec.  3,  1645;  d.  July  15,  1646. 

Samuel,  “ b,  abt.  1648”;  m.  Sarah  Cummings. 


By  wife  Mary  he  had  : 


xi.  Mary,  b.  in  Billerica,  Apr.  3,  1670;  in.  ttp.  Sharpy 

' toUwelvo  ciilkh-L''’’  ’ “■  “■’  May  6,  1601 ; ' i 

xiii.  AmoAiL,  I),  in  B.,  Apr.  U,  in73;  d.  Apr.  13,  lfi74. 

XIV.  lI.iNx.ui,  I).  in  B.,  Jan.  25,  1(170;  m.  ,Jolm  CliiUyof  Watertown. 

F,i.tNCisAyu,oxca  (Lieut.  WilUam^),hovx.  in  England  aliout  1 624  • 
came  with  ns  father  in  the  •“  Defence  ” ; remove, 1 to  Milford,  Conn 
about  lCo(.),  and  four  years  later  was  one  of  tlie  first  settlers  in  ’ 

Derby.  C<jnn  He  married  April  10.  1661,  Lvdia  Boiniell  of  Mil- 
ford. ■ He  did  Ins  work  faithfully  and  manfully,  without  show  or  - 

puhhc  His  widow  died  April  I 

i,  1/U8.  Ihev  had:  ^ . 
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G. 


i.  Lydia, ^ b.  in  Derby,  Aiig.  21,  1GG2;  cl.  young. 

ii.  Elizabeth,  b.  in  D.,  June  20,  1664;  m.  Mr.  Holt. 

iii.  Axna,  b.  in  D.,  Ang.  10,  1666;  in.  Mr.  Wheeler. 

iv.  Mary,  b.  in  D.?  Sept.  7,  1668;  d.  the  same  year. 

Y.  Lydia,  b.  in  ]).,  Sept.  28,  1Q70;  ni.  Samuel  BoAvers. 

vi.  Samuel,  b.  in  1).,  Jan.  6,  1672;  d.  Oct.  26,  1677. 

vii.  Susan,  b.  in  D.,  June  6,  1675. 

viii.  Francis,  b.  in  1).,  Feb.  11,  1677;  m.  Anna  Bowers. 

ix.  Hannah,  b.  in  1).,  Nov.  18,  1670. 


3.  Corp.  John'*'  French  (Lieut.  William^),  born  in  England  about  1635; 

married  1st,  June  21,  1659,  Abigail  Coggan,  daughter  of  Henry  of 
Harnstable;  she  died  April  h,  1662,  and  he  married  2d,  July  3, 
1663,  Hannah  Burrage,  daughter  of  John  of  Charlestown ; she  died 
July  7,  1667,  and  he  married  3d,  rJan.  14,  1668,  Mary  Rogers, 
daughier  of  John  ; she  died  June  16,  1677,  and  he  married  4th,  Jan. 
1 6,  1 677-8,  Mary,  pi’ohably  daughter  of  Francis  Littlefield  of  Woburn, 
and  widow  of  Jolin  Kittredge  of  Billerica;  she  died  in  1719,  while 
he  himself  died,  October,  1712.  ‘‘  He  was  a corporal  in  the  militia; 

wounded  by  the  Indians,  in  the  assault  at  Quahoag,  in  1675;  peti- 
tioning for  relief,  ‘a  poor,  wounded  man,’  harassed  by  the  constable, 
soon  after.”  He  was  often  in  the  town’s  service.  He  had  by  wife 
Hannah: 

i.  Hannah,^  b.  in  Billerica,  Jan.  20,  1664;  ni.  Ang.  3,  1685,  Dr.  John 

Kittridge,  and  had  five  children,  being  the  progenitor  of  a long  line 
of  medical  men,  through  her  sons  John  and  Jacob.  Simeon,  the 
grandson  of  John,  was  the  father  of  eight  sons,  all  physicians. 

ii.  Abigail,  b.  in  B.,  Dec.  6,  1665;  m.  Benjamin  Parker  as  his  second 

wife;  had  one  son  and  three  daughters;  d.  March  13,  1728. 

By  wife  IMary  Rogers  he  had  : 

iii.  Mary,  b.  in  B.,  March  4,  1670;  m.  Nathan  Shecl,  son  of  Daniel,  and 

had  nine  children;  he  d.  June  18,  1736,  and  slie  d.  Aug.  21,  174C, 
having  perhaps  first  m.  William  Manning;  or  it  may  have  been  he.; 
dan.  Mary  who  m.  W illiain  Manning. 

By  wife  Mary  Kittredge  he  had  : 

7.  iv.  John,  b.  in  B.,  May  15,  1679. 

V.  Elizabeth,  b.  in  B.,  July  24,  1681;  m.  idiomas  Abbott. 

vi.  William,  b.  in  B.,  Nov.  26,  1683;  d.  April  21,  1685. 

vii.  Sarah,  b.  in  B.,  Sept.  15,  1685;  m.  a Mr.  Flint  of  Charlestown,  by 

M'liom  it  is  not  known  whether  or  not  she  had  any  children.  He  d.  ‘, 
and  she  m.  2d,  April  5,  1710,  Joseph  Frost,  son  of  James,  by 'whom 
she  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter. 

8.  viii.  William,  b.  in  B.,  Ang.  8,  1687. 

ix.  H.cnnah,  b.  in  B.,  Feb.  18,  1693;  m.  in  1713,  Jonathan  Richardson, 
son  of  Thomas,  hy  whom  she  had  one  dan.  and  three  sous;  he  d. 
Ang.  13,  1720,  and  she  m.  2d,  Feb.  15,  1726,  Benjamin  Frost,  son  of 
Janies,  by  whom  she  had  one  daughter;  she  cl.  Sept.  12,  1769. 

4.  Sergt.  Jacob  French  (Lieut.  born  in  Cambridge,  March 

16,  1640;  lived  in  Billerica,  on  the  “ east  road,”  near  his  brothe 
John.  His  house  was  one  of  the  “garrisons”  of  1675,  and  wa\ 
probably  the  same  venerable  brick-lined  building  which  was  occu 
pied  by  James  Fletcher  in  1879,  and  of  which  a cut  is  given  ‘ 
Hazen’s  History  of  Billerica.  He  was  a sergeant  in  the  militiaf 
He  married  1st,  Sept.  20,  1665,  Mary  Cliampney,  daughter  o| 
Richard  Champney,  ruling  elder  of  the  Cambridge  Church.  Shc| 
died  April  1,  1681,  and  he  married  2d,  July  30,  1685,  Mary  Coul 
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vers  of  Woburn.  She  died  June  18,  1686,  and  he  married  3d, 

Mary , who  was  drowned  June  9,  1709.  He  married  4th, 

Ruth  , who  died  Nov.  6,  1730.  He  died  May  20,  1713. 

j By  wife  Mary  Charnpney  he  liad : 

‘ i.  Jacob, ^ b.  in  Billerica,  Feb.  20,  16G7 ; d.  about  1700. 

0.  ii.  William,  b.  in  B.,  July  18,  16G8. 

iii.  Mary,  b.  in  B.,  Oct.  G,  IGGO ; d.  Nov.  12  following. 

iv.  John,  b.  in  B.,  Oct.  G,  1G70;  d.  Dec.  3 following. 

V.  Joseph,  b.  in  B.,  May  5,  1G73;  d.  Sept.  25,  1G7G. 

vi.  Jabez,  b.  ill  B.,  Sept.  IG,  1G74;  d.  same  day. 

vii.  Mary,  b.  in  B.,  March  5,  1G77;  m.  Dec.  13,  1G95,  Jonathan  Baldwin, 

son  of  John,  by  whom  she  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

viii.  Hannah,  b.  in  B.,  Oct.  23,  1G77 ; d.  same  day. 

i'x.  Elizabeth,  b.  in  B.,  June  8,  1G79;  m.  Wiiliam  Manning,  by  whom 
she  had  nine  children. 

X.  Sarah,  b.  in  B.,  March  7,  1G81 ; m.  Ensign  Thomas  Baldwin;  had  seven 
sons  and  one  dangliter;  d.  June  IG,  17G1. 

By  wife  Mary  Con  vers,  Jacob  F'rench  had: 
xi.  Abigail,  b.  in  B.,  April  20,  1G8G;  d.  March  29,  1G87. 

5.  Samuel^  French  (Lieut.  William})^  born  probably  in  Cambridge, 

about  1648;  he  lived  with  his  father  in  Billerica,  and  thence  re- 
moved to  Dunstable,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers.  In  1684, 
his  name  afipears  as  one  of  the  members  of  the  church  in  Dunstable, 
on  the  occasion  of  the  building  of  a new  meeting-house.  He  married, 
Dec.  24,  1682,  Sarah,  (laughter  of  John  Cummings.  Sr.  The  date 
of  his  death  is  not  known,  nor  is  that  of  his  wife.  They  had: 

i.  Sarah, 3 b.  in  Dunstable,  February,  1G84. 

ii.  Samuel,  b.  in  D.,  Sept.  10,  1G85 ; d.  Nov.  4,  1727.  „ 

10.  iii.  Joseph,  b,  in  D.,  March  10,  1(587. 

11.  iv.  John,  h.  in  D.,  May,  1G91. 

V.  Ebenezer,  b.  in  I).,  April  7,  1G93.  He  ivas  a sergeant  of  militia,  or 
as  some  say,  a lienteuant.  He  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  Sept.  5, 
1724,  near  Thornton’s  Ferry,  on  the  Merrimack  River,  while  leading 
a party  in  pursuit  of  a marauding  party  of  French  and  Mohawk 
Indians  who  had  captured  two  men  near  the  settlement  the  night 
before. 

vi.  Richard,  b.  in  D.,  April  8,  1G95. 

vii.  Alice,  b.  in  D.,  Nov.  20,  1G99. 

viii.  Jonathan,  b.  in  D.,  Feb.  11,  1704;  was  a deacon;  d.  Nov.  17,  1757. 

6.  Francis'’  French  {Francis, Lieut.  William^ ),\)Ovn  in  Derby,  Conn., 

Feb.  1 1,  1677 ; married  Sept.  2,  1708,  Anna  Bowers;  she  died  Jan. 
11,  1744,  and  he  died  April  11,  1751.  He  lived  on  his  father’s 
homestead  in  Derby;  was  a man  of  positive  character,  was  high 
1 sheriff  of  the  town,  and  stood  high  as  a Royal  Arch  Mason.  They 

I 

L.  i.  Samuel,"*  b.  in  Derby,  July  23,  1704;  m.  Martha  Chapman,  and  had 
I six  children,  one  of  \vlioni  was  a soldier  in  the  French  War  and  d. 

at  Crown  Point. 

ii.  Charles,  b.  in  D.,  Feb.  14,  1707;  d.  Nov.  9,  1783. 

iii.  Israel,  b.  in  D.,  Oct.  8,  1709;  in.  Sarah  Eoveland,  and  had  nine 

children.  He  was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Seymour. 

iv.  Francis,  b.  date  unknown. 

v.  Mary,  b.  in  D.,  Feb.  G,  1712. 

vi.  Hannah,  b.  in  D.,  171G;  m.  Abel  Gunn. 

vii.  Nathaniel,  b.  in  D.,  Oct.  28,  1717;  d.  Nov.  13,  1780  or  1781. 


The  descendants  of  F'rancis®  French  are  still  numerous  in  south 
and  western  Connecticut. 


JoHN^  French  (Corp.  John^  Lieut.  Willinm^)^  born  in  Biller 
May  15,  1G79;  married,  P"eb.  13,  1708,  Ruth  Richardson,  daught 
of  Thomas.  They  had  : 


1 


IV. 

V. 

vi. 

vii. 

viii. 


Rutii,^  b.  in  Billerica,  Oct.  22,  1708.  I 

John,  b.  in  B.,  Oct.  24,  1710.  i 

Thomas,  b.  in  B.,  March  14,  1713;  lived  in  Tewksbury;  m.  Iluitli 

, and  had  Thomas,  Ruth,  Mollv,  Hannah  and  Nehemiah ; jd. 

Dec.  2,  1702.  ^ J 

Mary,  b.  in  B.,  Sept.  23,  1715. 

Hannah,  b.  in  B.,  Aug.  1,  1710. 

Joseph,  b.  in  B.,  March  28,  1721. 

Benjamin,  b.  in  B.,  Feb.  10,  1725. 

Jonathan,  b.  in  B.,  Aug.  17,  1728. 


Sergeant  William®  French  (Corp.  Jolm^  Lieut.  William^),  born 
in  Billerica,  Aug.  8,  1687;  was  a sergeant  of  militia;  married 
Mehitable  Patten,  daughter  of  Thomas.  She  died  Jan.  15,  1743; 
he  died  Feb.  125,  1746.  They  had: 


/ 


M^as  a gen- 


WiLLiAM,^  b.  in  Billerica,  Jan.  25, 1713 ; m.  Tabitha  — 

eral  of  militia ; removed  to  Hollis,  N.  H.,  about  1706 ; thence  to  Bed- 
ford, N.  H.,  where  he  died.  Had  Jonathan;  William,  m4io  removed 
to  Bedford ; Joseph,  who  m.  Mary  Youngman,  and  settled  in  Hollis ; 
Tabitha;  Benjamin,  who  settled  tirst  in  Dracut,  then  in  Milford, 
N.  H.,  Avhere  he  died;  Nehemiah,  who  m.  Submit  Leeman  and 
settled  in  Hollis;  Mehitable;  Ephraim,  Mdio  settled  and  died  in 
Amherst,  N.  H. ; Mehitable  2d,  who  m.  Job  Bailey:,  and  died  in 


HI. 

iv. 


Wilton,  N.  H.  ; Stephen,  wdio  m.  Dolly  Colburn  of  Dracut,  removed 
to  Bedford,  and  M as  the  progenitor  of  physicians,  of  Avhom  there 
are  a number  no'w  living  in  Manchester  and  Concord,  N.  H. ; and 
Betsey,  who  m.  Daniel  Bailey  and  d.  in  Hollis. 

Elizabeth,  b.  in  B.,  April  3,  1710;  m.  Ephraim  Kidder,  and  had  nine 
children;  lived  in  Tewksbury;  d.  Nov.  30,  1755. 

Mehitable,  b.  in  B.,  Aug.  29,  1718;  m.  John  White. 

Nathaniel,  b.  in  B.,  Feb.  2,  1721;  m.  Elizabeth  Frost,  dan.  of  Wil- 
liam; removed  to  Vermont  some  time  before  the  Revolution,  and 
lived  in  Dumm^rston  and  Brattleboro’ ; had  eleven  children,  one  of 
Avhom,  William  French,  b.  March  27,  1753,  was  the  celebrated  vie 
tim  of  the  “Westminister  Massacre.”  As  this  \vas  the  result  of 
the  first  organized  resistance  to  the  royal  authority  in  the  Colonies 
William  French  has  been  claimed  by  some  as  the  first  martyr  to  the 
cause  of  American  Independence.  'Wio  innoi4ption  upQuTlJis  tomb 
stone  bears  the  following  quaint  inscription  : 


“In  memory  of  William  French. 

Son  to  Mr.  Nathaniel  French.  Who 
Was  Shot  at  Westminster  March  ye  13th, 

1775,  by  the  hands  of  Cruel  Ministerial  tools 
Of  Georg  ye  3d,  in  the  Corthouse  at  a 11  a Clock 
at  Night  in  the  22d  year  of  his  Age. 

Here  William  French  liis  Body  lies, 

For  Min  der  liis  Blood  for  Vengenee  Cries 
King  Georg  the  third  his  Tory  Crew 
tlm  with  a Bawl  his  head  Shot  threw. 

For  Liberty  and  his  Countrys  Good, 
he  Lost  his  Life  his  Dearest  blood.” 


Two  other  sons  of  Nathaniel  French,  Nathaniel  and  Joel,  reniovei 
to  Feim.,  Avhere  about^Ob  of  their  descendants  are  now  living,  ii 
the  vicinity  of  Susiiuehanna. 

d.  June  20  following. 


Jonathan,  b.  in  B.,  May  28,  1724 


vi.  David,  b.  in  B.,  May  28,  1724. 

vii.  SArwUi,  b.  in  B.,  April  28,  1728;  m.  Daniel  Kittrklge. 

viii.  John,  b.  in  B.,  May  27,  1780;  m.  his  cousin,  Mary  French,  dan.  of 

Jacob ; and  afterward  Priscilla  Mace ; had  eleven  children. 

Dea.  William^  French  (Sergt.  Jacob, ^ Lieut.  William}),  born  in 
Billerica,  July  18,  1668;  married  May  22,  1695,  Sarah  Danforth, 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Danforth,  who  was  for  many  years  the  most 
eminent  citizen  of  Billerica;  he  was  a deacon  of  the  church,  and 
prominent  in  the  church  and  town  affairs;  he  died  Sept  30,  1723, 
and  his  widow  afterwards  mar.  Eben^er  Davis  of  Concord.  He  had  : 

i.  Jacob, ^ b.  in  Billerica,  May  16,  1696;  m.  May  29,  1722,  Elizabeth 

Davis,  daughter  of  Joseph,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children;  she  d. 
Feb.  3,  1738,  and  he  m.  2d,  May  19,  1741,  Sarah  Brown,  dau.  of 
George,  by  Avhom  he  had  four  children;  she  d.  Aug.  16,  1765,  and 
he  m.  3d,  Nov.  19,  1766,  Mrs.  Mary  Curtis  of  Dracut,  who  d.  Sept. 
19,  1769.  He  d.  March  7,  1775. 

ii.  Joseph,  b.  inB.,  Jan.  26,  1698:  d.  Feb.  13  following. 

iii.  Sarah,  b.  in  B.,  Dec.  29,  1698;  m.  Nathaniel  Whittemore  of  Lexing- 

ton; d.  Aug.  15,  1734. 

iv. ‘  AYilliam,  b.  in  B.,  Jan.  25,  1701;  m.  Jan.  22,  1727,  Joanna  Hill,  dau. 

of  Samuel;  she  d.  Jan.  17,  1769,  and  he  m.  2d,  Nov.  27,  1770,  Mrs. 

Mehitable  Mooar  of  Andover,  who  was  prob.  dau.  of Love- 

joy,  and  widow  of  Timothy  Mooar.  He  was  a lieutenant,  and 

served  in  the  war  against  the  Indians ; his  name  is  on  the  muster- 
'■  •roll  of  1722.  He  had  eleven  chihlren,  and  d.  April  9,  1776. 

V.  Jonathan,  b.  in  B.,  Jan.  25,  1703;  d.  March  9,  1728. 

, vi.  Elizabeth,  b.  in  B.,  Aprils,  1705;  m.  Feb.  3,  1730,  Josiah  Crosby, 

son  of  Josiah;  she  d.  Nov.  27,  1739,  and  he  d.  before  1743.  Their 
descendants  included  many  prominent  men,  among  whom  are  Hon. 
Nathan  Crosby  of  Loweil;  Alpheus  Crosby,  professor  of  Greek 
at  Dartmouth  College  and  author  of  a Greek  grammar ; and  Drs. 
Asa  Crosby  of  Gilmanton,  Josiah  Crosby  and  George  A.  Crosby  of 
Manchester,  Thomas  11.  Crosby,  Dixi  Crosby  and  his  eminent  son 
Alpheus  Benning  Crosby  of  Hanover,  and  A.  H.  Crosby  of  Concord, 
whose  names  are  household  words  in  the  thousands  of  homes 
throughout  New  England,  while  some  of  them  are  honored  wher- 
ever medical  science  is  cultivated.  For  a record  of  the  descendants 
of  Josiah  Crosby,  see  “ A Crosby  Family,”  by  the  Hon.  Nathan 
Crosby  of  Lowell. 

vii.  Ebenezer,  b.  inB.,  Aug.  5,  1707;  m.  Aug.  27,  1729,  Elizabeth  Hill, 

dau.  of  Samuel;  she  d.‘ March  26,  1786,  and  he  d.  Dec.  31,  1791. 
They  had  nine  children. 

viii.  Mary,  b.  inB.,  Oct.  7,  1709;  m.  Jan.  16,  1730,  Benjamin  Manning, 

and  had  eleven  children. 

ix.  Nicholas ,*‘b.  in  B.,  Sept.  5,  1711;  removed  to  Hollis,  N.  H.,  about 

1741;  m.  June  5,  1744,  Priscilla  Mooar,  dau.  of  Timothy  and 
Anne  (Blanchard)  Mooar  of  AndoveTT^.  June  12,  1724.  He  was 
a member  of  the  church  in  Hollis,  and  held  several  minor 
town  offices.  His  wife  d.  Feb.  18,  1784,  and  he  d.  Aug.  20,  1796. 
They  had  nine  children,  viz.,  Timothy,  Priscilla,  Nicholas,  Isaac, 
Lucy,  Sarah,  Jonathan,  Sarah  and  David.  Jonathan,  the  seventh 
^hild,  b.  Aug. .21,  1759,  m.  1788,  Mary  lyeyes,  dau.  of  Abner;  as 
a soldier  in  the  Revolution;  removed  to  Deering,  N.  H.,  about 
1797,  and  to  Fairfax  (now  Cambridge)  Vt.,  about  1806.  He  d. 
Sept.  18, 1835,  and  his  wife  d.  Oct.  6,  1853.  They  had  eight  children, 
viz.,  Jonathan,  Mary,  James,  David,  John,  Cynthia,  Christopher 
and  Mark.  The  youngest  son,  Mark,  was  b.  in  Fairfax,  Vt.,  Feb. 
27,  1808,  and  d.  in  Cambridge,  Vt.,  April  14,  1888.  He  m.  March 
24,  1833,  Mary  Lyon,  dau.  ol  Alj^el  of  Swanton,  who  d.  Aug.  6, 
1882 ; he  was  a ^ae'acon  of  the  Congl.  Church  in  Cambridge,  and 
lived  in  Cambridge  and  Johnson.  He  had  seven  sons,  viz.,  one  who 


8 


10. 


X. 

xi. 

xii. 


d.  unnamed,  James  Foster,  George  Quincy,  Jason  Olds,  Cliarlei 
Finney,  Henry  Martyn  and  John  Marshall — the  youngest  of  whon 
is  the  writer  of  this  article. 

Lydia,  b.  in  B.,  April  29,  1714;  d.  Aug.  2,  1731. 

Estiiek,  b.  in  B.,  May  16,  1716;  d.  July  7,  1736. 

Samuel,  b.  in  B.,  May  21,  1718;  m.  Elizabeth  Barron  of  Chelmsford 
and  had  ten  children.  He  served  in  the  Revolution,  at  Benningtor 
and  Saratoga. 


Joseph^  French  i^Samuel^  Lieut.  William^),  born  in  Dunstable 
March  10,  1687;  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Cummings 
Jr.;  had  children,  born  in  Dunstable: 


IV. 

V. 

vi. 


Joseph,^  b.  July  28,  1713. 

Sampson,  b.  July  28,  1717.  He  had  at  least  one  child,  Sampson,  Jr. 
by  his  first  wife,  who  d.  about  1757,  when  he  remarried,  havin 
Jonathan,  David,  Aaron  and  Daniel.  He  d.  at  Southwick,  Mass, 
in  1785.  A large  nnmberof  his  descendants,  through  Sampson,  Jr 
are  now  living  in  Broome  County,  N.  Y. 

JosiAii,  b.  Feb.  24,  1723. 

Thomas,  b.  June  29,  1724. 

Benjamin,  b.  July  6,  1726. 

Samuel,  b.  Aug.  10,  1730. 


Family  tradition  speaks  also  of  other  sons,  David  and  Ebenezer 
the  latter  of  whom,  according  to  the  tradition,  kept  a tavern  ii 
the  valley  of  the  Merrimack,  and  while  trading  with  the  Indians  fo 
furs,  upon  refusing  them  more  rum  when  they  had  already  dranl 
freely,  was  murdered  by  them. 


11.  JoHN^  French  {Samuel,^  Lieut.  Williajn^),  horn  in  Dunstable,  Ma; 
6,  1691  ; took  a deed  of  a part  of  his  father’s  farm  in  1714;  ha< 
children,  born  in  Dunstable : 


!N,4  b.  March  1,  1719.' 

William,  b.  Oct.  18,  1721. 

Hannah.  iv.  Eleazer.  v.  Elizabeth. 

Ebenezer,  who  m.  1st,  Sarah  Proctor  of  Acton,  and  2d,  Susanna 
Hamblet  of  Nottingham,  N.  H.,  by  whom  he  had  Charlotte,^  b.  Au 
13,  1774,  m.  Isaac  Woods;  John,^  b.  March  17,  1778,  m.  Sarah  Est: 
brook  and  had  Susan,®  wdio  m.  Moses  Crockett,  and  d.  1847 
Jefterson,®  wdio  m.  Elizabeth  Spaulding  and  had  seven  sons  and  on 
daughter;  Sarah,®  wdio  m.  David  Baiaiard  and  d.  1866;  Rlioda,® 
Jetterson  Caldwell;  Ebenezer,®  m.  Sarah  R.  French  of  Bosto 
John  H.,®  d.  1831;  Mary  D.,®  d.  1817;  Benjamin,®  m.  Sarah 
Holmes;  William  E.,®  m.  Eliza  A.  Wright  ; Mary  D.,®  m.  Josej 
Barnard;  James  M.,®  m.  Jane  A.  Fowler;  and  Samuel  A.,®  i 
Mary  E.  Parks. 

Sarah. 


Genealogical  items  relating  to  this  branch  of  the  French  family,  as  wei 
‘acts  concerning  the  origin  of  the  family,  and  its  history  previous  1 
ill  be  thankfully  received  by  the  author,  wdio  has  in  preparation  a mo| 
d Avork  on  the  subject. 
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